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Nine UK Syrian Organisations Release Policy Document Recommending UK Action on 
Syria 

 
A group of nine UK-based Syrian advocacy and community organisations, including Rethink Rebuild Society, 

released a policy document in September 2017 aimed at informing UK policy makers about the current situation in 

Syria and at outlining practical measures that the UK can undertake in order to promote and ensure civilian protection 

and justice. 

 

The publication of this document as a joint effort between nine UK-based Syrian organisations, each with its own 

geographical support base, highlights that the issues which are presented within it are met with broad consensus 

amongst Syrians. 

 

This document addresses core issues facing Syrian civilians today, including increased casualties caused by the US-

led Coalition, continued indiscriminate air strikes by Assad and Russia, unbroken sieges, failed global and UK 

response to the refugee crisis, mounting terror threats, and impunity of perpetrators.  

 

Some of the recommendations included in this report include: 

• As a co-responsible senior partner in the Coalition against ISIS, the UK should demand that all air forces in 

the Coalition comply with the highest standards of accountability 

• Enforce an end to Assad’s air and artillery attacks 

• Track, log, and publish details of all military aircraft flights that may be carrying out attacks in violation of 

UN resolutions, ceasefire agreements, or international humanitarian law 

• Enable aid airdrops to besieged areas in order to save lives where possible and also as a means to press for full 

humanitarian access 

• Designate all groups engaged in systematic attacks on civilians as terrorist organisations, including amongst 

pro-regime militias 

• Prevent areas liberated from ISIS being handed over to other terrorist organisations or to Assad 

• Fulfil and expand upon existing commitments regarding Syrian refugees as soon as possible 

• Prioritise detainees in all political efforts to address the Syrian crisis 

• Increase efforts to support alternative mechanisms of justice given Russian and Chinese vetoes to refer the 

situation in Syria to the International Criminal Court. This can be via the UN General Assembly, or by 

enabling cases to be tried in British courts, or by other paths to justice. 

• Work with Syrian civil society to set legal, security, and governance standards to apply across Syria as a 

condition of reconstruction aid. 

 

The list of signatories to the document include Rethink Rebuild Society, Syria Solidarity UK, Syrian Association of 

Yorkshire, Syrian Platform for Peace, Syrian Welsh Society, Syrian Society of Nottinghamshire, Kurds House, Peace 

and Justice for Syria, and Syrian Community of the South West. 
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Rethink Rebuild Society has established itself as a non-profit organisation that acts as an umbrella for the British Syrian community, and 
endeavours to clarify the Syrian cause to its audience in the UK and the wider public. 
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